ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AN

SUBJECT: Visit of Saudi Foreign Mnister Prince Saud bin Faisal
-- | NFORMVATI ON  MEMORANDUM

(U) Prince Saud has cone to the United States to attend the UN General
Assenbly and to make speaki ng appearances in Houston and St. Louis. He
arrived Wednesday, 15 Septenber. H's schedul e includes:

16 Sept -~ 0900 Meeting with House International Relations
Commi ttee,
17 Sept - 1100 Meeting with President Ford,
1300  Working lunch with Deputy Secretary of State
Robi nson,
20 Sept - 1230 Luncheon with Senate Foreign Rel ations
Conm ttee nenbers,
2000 Dinner at Saudi Enbassy,

22 Sept - - Depart Washington for Houston,
24 Sept -~ - St. Louis,
25 Sept - - UNGA, New York.

iy s7 7

(U | understand that you and Deputy Secretary O enments have accepted
invitations fromthe Saudi Arabian Anbassador for the dinner in honor of
Prince Saud on Mnday evening, 20 Cctober. 'The Saudi Enbassy has i nformed
us that the follow ng additional guests have accepted invitations:
Secretary Sinon, Deputy Secretary Robinson, Under Secretary Habib, Assis-
tant Secretary Atherton, Director CGeorge Bush, M. Scowcroft, Shaikh

Abdal | ah Alireza (a nephew of the Anbassador), Anbassador Hassan Shawwaf \
(Ofice Director for Prince Saud), M. Midani (First Secretary in the )
Saudi Enbassy), and wi ves. )
. . . . . ‘\
(@/The Department of State advises that Prince Saud will be primarily N
concerned about:
the situation in Lebanon,
an Arab-lsraeli peace settlenent,
anti-boycott l|egislation ainmed at Saudi Arabia, and
- Congressional sentinent against arns sales. N
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=== |n case Prince Saud raises the issue of arnms sales, the follow ng
background is provided for your infornation:

- There are currently nine sales cases for Saudi Arabia undergoing
Congressional review.  Resolutions have been introduced in both
Houses seeking to block these sales. Hearings have been called
in both the Senate Foreign Relations Commttee and the House
International Relations Conmttee on 21 Septenber to review
these sales cases. The nost controversial itens include:

-- 850 AIM9J Sidewi nder air-to-air mssiles (in response
to a Saudi request to buy 4,468 that they later
reduced to 2,000).

-- 650 MAVERICK air-to-ground mssiles (in response to a
Saudi request to buy 1,500 nmore in addition to the
first 1,000 we offered themearlier this year).

- 50 TOW anti-tank mssile |aunchers and 1,000 m ssil es.

- The 30-day Congressional review period expires at the end of
this nonth.

- A detailed survey was conducted by DOD of Saudi defense
requirements in 1974, and we have continued to discuss their
needs with them since.

- DOD representatives have continuously advised the Saudis to
limt their arms acquisitions to realistic requirenments that
can be absorbed within their manpower |imtations.

- DOD did support their current requests as justified and
r easonabl e.

- The decisions to reduce the quantities of nunitions offered
bel ow the amounts requested were made by the Departnent of
State and the Wiite House after consultations wth Congressional
| eaders.

(U A copy of the current biographical data on Prince Saud is attached
at Tab A
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SAUDI ARABI A SA'UD I bn Faysal Al Sa'ud

M ni ster of Foreign
Affairs

US- educat ed Prince
Sa' ud i bn Faysal, nephew
of King Khalid and the
nost able of the late
Ki ng Faysal's sons,
succeeded King Khalid
as Mnister of Foreign
Affairs on 13 Cctober
1975. He had previously
served as Mnister of
State for Foreign Affairs
since 29 March 1975, and,
In effect, he ran the
day-to-day affairs of
the Mnistry during that
period. Prince Sa'ud (pronounced sahOOD) spent the
first part of his governnent career in the Mnistry
of Petroleum Wealth (1966-71) and has served on
del egations to neetings of the Organization of Petro-
| eum Exporting Countries (OPEC) since early 1966.
He has been a nenber of the Board of Directors of
Petromn, the state-owned oil conpany, since June
1966 and a nenber of the board of the Arabian Anmerican
O | Conpany (Aranto) since Cctober 1971. He has been
secretary general of the supreme Petroleum Counci |
since its formation in April 1973. The Prince |ed
his country's delegations to UN General Assenbly
sessions in 1975 and 1976. He has wvisited the
United States many tines.

US officials were enthusiastic about Prince
Sa'ud's appointnment as Mnister of State for Foreign
Affairs. Capable and intelligent, he has always
been readily accessible to US oil conpany and govern-
ment officials; his famly status and his position
now provide US officials with' better routine access
to decisionnmaking |levels of the Saudi Governnent.
Serving under a(fowerful Deputy Prinme M nister (his
uncle Prince Fahd), the Prince is an articulate
spokesman for his governnent's foreign policy; he
takes a noderate, reasoned approach in discussions.

US officials anticipated in 1975 that Prince
Sa'ud's youth and ability woul d rejuvenate and nodernize
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the badly led Foreign Mnistry. He has attenpted
to upgrade the Foreign Service by his appoi ntnment
of capable nen to key anbassadorial positions. In
April 1975 he undertook a project to establish a
library, files and a reference systemfor his
Mnistry.

At the Conference Tabl e

The various US officials who have net wth
Prince Sa'ud for discussions agree' about his personal
characteristics and professional style. Polished
and sophisticated, he has a slow, deliberate manner
of speech. He appears cul tivated and di gni fi ed;
studi ed casual ness nmasks an underlyi ng physi cal
tension. A reflection of the late King Faysal
face and build, the Prince enulates his father
controll ed speech and manneri sns.

|_n
I N

Prince Sa'ud Is conpetent to discuss international

rel ations, petroleum finance and energy. He can

talk about difficult subj ects inpersonally wthout
bei ng abrasive or offending listeners by his attitudes.
He is not assertive, but he expresses his positions
with firmess and conviction. He does not stress

olemcs » IS not argunentative and does not becone

ogged down by details. Prince Sa'ud can be evasi Vve.
He 1s a good listener and welcomes the. views of others
during discussions. Aan exponent of his country's
policies, he does not press his personal ideas, but
he Is knomn to have strong opinions regarding t he
rights "of Palestinians and Israeli occupation of
contested |lands. He is sensitive about the tendency
of the Western press to portray Arabs in pejorative
terns.

Early Life and Career

Prince Sa'ud ibn Faysal Al Sa'ud, the fourth
son of the late King Faysal, was born circa 1940 in
Ta'if, near Mecca. He attended the Hun School in
NEM/Jersey and in 1965 8raduated from Princeton
University with a B.A degree in econom cs and
political econony.

In April 1966 Prince Sa'ud was naned a del egate
to an OPEC neeting in Vienna. Afterward he ol ned
the Mnistry of Petroleumand Mneral Walth as an
econom ¢ adviser. During. a petrol eumconference in
Jidda in Septenber 1966 he first cane to the atten-
tion of Arancto officials, who assessed himas: a man
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wth a future. He held the position of deputy
governor for planning in Petromn (equal in rank
to an under secretary in a Mnistry) from March
1970 until his appointnment as Deputy M nister

for Petroleum Affairs in July 1971. In the latter
position he was indolent and frequently absent from
his office, but US officials attribute this to the
frustrations of working in the shadow of the nore
colorful and dynam c Petrol eum M ni ster, Ahmad
zaki Yamani. Prince Sa'ud remained in this post
until his appointnent as Mnister of State for
"Foreign Affairs in March 1975.

Per sonal Dat a

Throuahout his career Prince Sa'ud has travel ed
extensively to attend neetings on petrol eum and
I nternational relations. | n connection wth his
duties he has visited nost of the countries of the
Near East and Europe. One high-level US official
clains that his schedule of international travel
"mat ches any di plomati ¢ courier's.™

The Prince lives nodestly and has little ardor
for the excessive opulence 'that characterizes the
|ives of 'many nenbers of the royal family. In
August 1964 he married Jawhara, a granddaughter of
the late King Sa'ud. The couple has at least one-

~ daughter. The Prince speaks -excellent Engli sh.

13 Septenber 1976

Comments and questions on this report may be directed
t 0 Bert Engelhardt, DDI/CRS, Code 143, ext. 4172.
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